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The guitar in 

romantic music
Leopoldo Saracino

Guitar

The music by Schubert had a big influence not only  on the works 

of  the major composer of the 19th century (like Mendelssohn, Schumann and Listz)

 but also on many composer of music for guitar. 

Especially the Lieder of Schubert had a wide diffusion in the period 

in which operated the three composers presented in this Program. 

The four Schubert’s Lieder  (From “Schwanengesang”) arranged for solo guitar by Johann Kaspar. 

Mertz constitute the core of  this concert. Giulio Regondi  was celebreted in his lifetimes as 

the “King of the guitar” because of his astonishing technique. 

The two pieces presented in this program for the density of the texture sound 

very similar to the piano pieces of the German romantic composers. 

The Elegy by the bohemian composer J. K. Mertz is one of 

the deepest and lirical works from the output of this composer 

who lived all his life in Wien that was at that time one of the 

major centre of the romantic music in the 19th century.

Fernando Sor is one of greatest composer of the classic era of the guitar, 

but in the Fantaisie Elégiaque (one of the work of his latest composition) 

express the pathos and a tragic feeling so typical in the romantic aesthetics.
 

Program

J K Mertz (1806-1856)                     Elegia
F. Schubert(1797-1828) – Mertz      Das Fischermädchen
Liebesbotschaft
G Regondi (1822-1872)                     Air variée op. 22
***************

F Sor (1778-1839)    
                         Fantasia elegiaca
F. Schubert – Mertz     
                Ständchen
Aufenthalt
G Regondi                                         Introduzione e  capriccio op.23
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The instrument
The period during the middle of the eighteen century saw the emergence of the classical guitar

 (six-string guitar) as a development of the earlier baroque guitar (five-course guitar). 

Among the foremost guitar-makers of this age were Louis Panormo. 

He came from a family of Spanish makers and worked in London where he spent all his life.

 The guitar of his I play has a beautiful singing, 

easy treble and the music fits the instrument perfectly.
